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they could use their fertility or—to be
honest with you, I don’t know why
someone would suggest that we want
to protect ourselves from losing our
fertility by killing a healthy baby. I
don’t understand that. If you want to
protect your fertility to have children,
why would you kill a healthy baby to
do that? This is something that strikes
me as an argument that I have not
heard a sufficient answer to on the
other side. Why would you kill one
child so you could have more children?
As far as I know, there is no guarantee
of being able to get pregnant again.
Unfortunately, there are tens of thou-
sands, probably hundreds of thousands
of couples who are trying to have chil-
dren and can’t. If you have been blessed
with a healthy baby and a healthy
pregnancy, I don’t know why you
would do this procedure. But the point
is, you would not go through this 3-day
procedure if there was an imminent
health risk to the mother. It is just not
logical.

This procedure was not designed by a
physician who was looking out for the
health and life of the mother. This was
designed by a physician, in his own
words, as a more efficient way to do
abortions for the abortionist, not for
the mother. It is efficient in that the
mother can come in and do it on an
outpatient basis. Late-term abortions
are much more complicated. It is much
more involved. This basically prepares
the woman for a shorter visit to the
clinic and a more convenient way for
this abortionist to perform the abor-
tion and to be able to do more of them
in one day. That is the reason this pro-
cedure was developed.

You will hear testimony of people
who have written textbooks on abor-
tion, who said they would never use
this, and they do late-term abortions.
So I just ask my colleagues to listen to
all of the facts. We had, I think, last
year—and it was unfortunate, and I
will not point blame at anybody. I am
not too sure there is blame. We had a
situation where the vote came up in an
election year, in an election climate.
Members are people, too. They feel a
comfort zone on issues. It is very hard
for them to sort of break out of this
comfort zone into unknown territories,
particularly around a very politically
charged environment, even though the
facts were there; many of the facts
were available for the override vote.
Certainly, a lot of them were not given
credibility in the mainstream media.
Now they have been.

So I ask many of my colleagues who
have already cast a vote more than
once on this issue to have an open
mind, to step back and look at the re-
ality of partial-birth infanticide and
recognize your obligation to those chil-
dren, recognize your obligation to your
constituents in trying to ascertain the
truth, and make a decision that is in
the best interest for America and for
your State, not for the interest group
that supports you in your election, not
for the advocates who you may have

good relationships with. We are in our
comfort zone with people who agree
with us. It is very easy for us to sort of
hang around those people and sort of
feed off each other. I understand that.
But sometimes you have to step back
from all of that. You have to step out
in the cold and look at the cold, hard
facts and make a decision using your
mind and using your heart on what is
right—not what is right politically for
me, not what is right for my friend, but
what is right for our culture and what
is right for our whole existence as a
country.

I think when we do that, I think
when Members take time to do that,
we will see something very special hap-
pen here, which is what happened in
the House today. Members will have
stepped out of that comfort zone,
which I know is very hard to do, will
take an honest look at the facts and
make a decision that is right for Amer-
ica. That is my hope.

I am going to be working very dili-
gently, and I know other Members are,
in making sure that this information is
disseminated.

I again encourage the press to do
your job, fact-check your stories before
you write them, and ascertain the
truth. Do not just report what people
say. I know some people think that is
their job. If that is the job of a re-
porter, then reporting has sunk to a
new low in this country if all we do is
run around and report what people say.
That is not journalism, in my book. At
least make an attempt to find out the
truth. At least check. This is serious
stuff. We are not talking about how the
Senate buys paper here. It is impor-
tant. It takes taxpayer dollars. We
have a system. We are talking about
very weighty issues. We are talking
about the issues of life and death,
about a barbaric procedure that just
goes beyond any vision that I can
imagine that people in this country
have of what our civilization and what
humanity is.

So take that responsibility seriously
on your side. We take it seriously here.
I think, if you do your job and if Mem-
bers of the Senate do their job, which
is to honestly face the facts, allow
those facts to rebound off your sense of
judgment, your sense of right and
wrong, then I think what will bounce
back is a vote to end this barbarism in
this country by an overwhelming vote.
f

MORNING BUSINESS

(During today’s session of the Sen-
ate, the following morning business
was transacted.)
f

ACCEPTANCE OF PRO BONO LEGAL
SERVICES

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, on October
3, 1996, the Senate adopted Senate Res-
olution 321, which I introduced, and
which had the bipartisan support of
both the Majority and Minority Lead-
ers. The resolution authorizes a Sen-

ator to accept pro bono legal services
when challenging the constitutionality
of a Federal statute, and then only
when the statute in question expressly
authorizes the Senator to file such a
suit.

In addition, Senate Resolution 321 re-
quired the Select Committee on Ethics
to establish regulations providing for
the public disclosure of information re-
lating to the acceptance of pro bono
legal services performed as authorized
by the resolution. Those regulations
were adopted by the Committee on
February 13, 1997, and were subse-
quently printed on page S1485 of the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD dated February
24, 1997.

Specifically, those regulations state,
in relevant part:

A Member who accepts pro bono legal serv-
ices with respect to a civil action challeng-
ing the validity of a Federal statute as au-
thorized by S. Res. 321 shall submit a report
to the Office of Public Records of the Sec-
retary of the Senate and the Senate Select
Committee on Ethics. . . .

The regulations go on to state:
All reports filed pursuant to these Regula-

tions shall include the following informa-
tion: (1) A description of the nature of the
civil action, including the Federal statute to
be challenged; (2) the caption of the case and
the cause number, as well as the court in
which the action is pending, if the civil ac-
tion has been filed in court; and (3) the name
and address of each attorney who performed
pro bono services for the Member with re-
spect to the civil action, as well as the name
and the address of the firm, if any, with
which the attorney is affiliated.

On January 2, 1997, I, along with
former Senator HATFIELD, Senator
LEVIN, Senator MOYNIHAN, and Rep-
resentatives WAXMAN and SKAGGS, filed
a civil action in U.S. District Court for
the District of Columbia challenging
the constitutionality of Public Law
104–130, the Line Item Veto Act. That
suit, titled Byrd v. Raines, was filed
pursuant to section 3 of the Act, which
authorizes precisely this type of suit.

In our quest to utilize the best legal
talent available, we have, in accord-
ance with Senate Resolution 321, cho-
sen to accept the pro bono services of
several distinguished attorneys. To
date, they have provided each of us
with invaluable service through con-
sultation, research, analysis, and legal
representation.

At this time, I would like to advise
the Senate that, as required by the
aforementioned regulations issued by
the Select Committee on Ethics, Sen-
ators LEVIN, MOYNIHAN, and I have filed
the necessary reports fully disclosing
the representation which we have re-
ceived. However, in an effort to comply
with not only the letter of those regu-
lations, but also with their spirit, I am
today placing in the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD copies of those reports so that
all Senators will be thoroughly ap-
prised of the details of this matter.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the two reports to which I
have referred be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:
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